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Feb. 19, 2003
Contact: Jeffrey Greene, UM political science professor, (406) 243-6181; Jerry Fetz,
Davidson Honors College dean, (406) 243-5201.
UM FORUM FOCUSES ON AMERICANS’ ROLE IN THE WORLD
MISSOULA—
Amid concerns of a pending war with Iraq, heightened terrorism alerts and global
uncertainty, The University of Montana’s Public Policy Institute will host a National Issues
Forum (NIF) titled “Americans’ Role in the W orld.”
The forum will be held at 7:30 p.m. Friday, March 7, in the third-floor University
Center Ballroom. A group of about 15 University students, professors, local business leaders
and other officials will kick off the discussion. The event is free open to the public.
“This is an opportune time to bring together people from the University and local
community to discuss international relations, how other countries view Americans and what
our role should be as a nation,” said Jeffrey Greene, a UM political science professor and
Montana’s NIF coordinator. “Last year’s forum focusing on terrorism uncovered some
interesting aspects, and I am even more optimistic for this year’s forum .”
The forum issue is part of the “By the People Project,” which is advertised on national
PBS. UM ’s NIF will be one of many nationwide discussions. NIFs are rooted in the simple
notion that people need to come together to reason and talk —to deliberate about common
problems.
Gale Price, a UM senior in journalism and political science, said, “I am looking
-more-
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forward for students to be involved -- not only talking about the issues, but in finding solutions
to the problems facing our nation.”
If you would like to attend, call Greene at (406) 243-6181 or Jerry Fetz, UM Davidson
Honors College dean, at (406) 243-5201.
The forum is part of a Public Policy Institute’s two days of moderator training, which
teaches students how to organize a forum, guide a discussion and access resources. The
training will be offered March 7-8. For more information or to register online, visit
www.umt.edu/polsci/polsci 15. htm.
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